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HEAVY VEHICLE PILOT LICENCES 
796. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Transport: 
One thing on which I do agree with the Minister for Transport is in wishing South Fremantle all the best for 
Sunday’s grand final. 
I refer to ongoing confusion brought about by regulatory changes to pilot licence requirements for agricultural 
implements. 
(1) Has the heavy vehicles unit of Main Roads Western Australia provided sufficient notice of regulation 

updates to the training providers who conduct pilot licence training? 
(2) Is the minister confident that the current regulations are final for this harvest period and that the goalposts 

for those working in the agricultural and transport sectors will not be changed again?  
Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the member for the question. The feedback I get from Main Roads WA is that it is working and 

communicating really well with the agricultural sector and its peak bodies. I have heard whispers, which 
I hope are not correct, that at these field days Nationals WA members are out there trying to scare 
everybody about these. I have heard that. I really hope that is not the case. I hope they are out there being 
constructive with the agricultural sector, not scaring everybody and making things up. I hope that is not 
the case, but I have heard around the traps that they might be trying to make things up and scare people 
at their field days. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: They go around wearing those Scream masks! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That is what I have heard. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party, it is not a chat-fest. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I will make this point too, because I know members of the National Party — 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party, I call you to order for the first time. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: When members of the National Party were ministers under the previous Liberal–National 
government, they saw the wholesale contracting out of people through the Water Corporation and Main Roads. 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Tourism, you might get a chance later, but do not answer the minister’s question. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: My impression, when I am in regional WA, is that Main Roads is well respected in the regions 
and it works with those regional road groups, having great contact with locals. I refer to pages 38 and 39 of the 
Farm Weekly where it talks about Main Roads working with industry groups. Information about the changes is 
being shared by Main Roads through the Farm Weekly. The key point is that the Christmas and Easter curfew 
policy has not changed and has been in place for at least 15 years. The curfews are applied as a permit or order 
condition for all oversized vehicles, which includes oversized agricultural vehicles exceeding 4.5 metres. Travel 
restrictions during curfew periods recognise the increased volume of tourist traffic, in particular across Christmas 
and Easter, because those vehicles are — 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! Honestly, you have an opinion on everything, but you are not having one on 
this, so I call you to order for the first time. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: In response to comments raised by sectors of the farming community, Main Roads has agreed 
to work with industry representatives to review the curfews and explore possible solutions for movement during 
the busy harvesting and seeding periods; however, public safety will continue to be the primary consideration, and 
any further concessions to the agricultural industry in the transport of oversized machinery will need to consider 
the risk to others on the roads. 
As I said, Main Roads is continually working with the agricultural industry. We are spending record amounts in 
those regions. There are other comments about costs, which maybe we will go through in my answer to the member’s 
supplementary question, but Main Roads continues to work with the agricultural industry. We want to make sure that 
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we have safe and efficient transport of grain and other freight to the port and to Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd 
points around WA. We support freight and grain on rail when we can, and of course if the previous government 
had not privatised the rail line, we could probably be doing a little more on that one. 
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